HAZRAT-I-A<LA'S HELP TO THE ENGLISH
he feared that, if the English be expelled, the strength of the
French would certainly increase; Phulcheri would become the
shelter for the enemies and it would be the perennial source for
confusion. In these circumstances he recalled to his mind the
advice of his father and firmly resolved to continue to befriend
the English. In great anguish and sorrow he withdrew from the
siege of Tiruvati and hastened to Arcot. He sent a large sum
of money from the collection of the revenues of Arcot to Raja
Ramdasi, the bakh_shl of the Wazlr's army, through RajaSampat
Rai, his dl-wan, and Rai Ganga Bashan who had been the
treasurer since his father's time. This Rai Ganga BashariS,
otherwise styled as Bashan Das, was an old friend of Raja
Ramdas from the time of their office in Chicacole. Hazrat-i-A'la
confided to Raja Ramdas his secret in the following manner:
"Though I should leave off my friendship with the English in
obedience to the command of the Wazlr, I request your favour
for allowing them to continue in their present position and save
 (1)	Raja Ram Das or Raghunath Das was a Brahmin, born in Chicacole
and originally  known as Ramdas  Pandit.     He  was   called by Grant Duff
'The traitor Ramdas/    He  was in  the   confidence  of  Nasir Jang,  but was
secretly in favour of Muzaffar Jang's elevation.  He communicated to Sayyid
LashkarKhan  and  others  of  Mu^aflar   Jang's  party all  that passed with
Na§ir Jang.    Mir Dfiyim 'All Khan warned Nasir Jang against the intended
treachery of the Pathan Nawwabs and the evil disposition of   Raja Ramdas
even on the very eve of the Wazir's assassination.   Nasir Jang even gave an
order for the killing of Muzaffar Jang, but Raja Ramdas bribed  the  execu-
tors and sought to delay them.   It was after the elevation of Muzaffar Jang
to the nizamat that Ramdas got the title of  Raja Raghunath Das.   Later on
he became the diwan of Nawwab $alabat Jang, but was killed  soon after by
some Afghan soldiers  of  the  army whose  officer  he  had  insulted,    Raja
Raghunath Das was greatly devoted to French interests.   He was succeeded
in office by Sayyid Lashkar Khan.
 (2)	Ganga   Bashan alias Bashandas  was in    the  service of Nawwab
Anwarrfd-Din Khan, when the latter was in charge of Chicacole.  His friend-
ship with Raja Ramdas seems to have dated from that period.
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